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SOCIAL   STUDIES    20. 
Units  Three   and   Four 


(Units  Three  and  Four  of  an  experimental 
course  prepared  and  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education  for  limited  distribution 
in  1952-53.) 


PROVINCE  OF  ALBERTA 
DEPARTMENT    OF   EDUCATION 
DECEMBER,  1952. 


UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY  OF  ALBERTA 


THE   SOCIAL   STUDIES    PROGRAM    FOR   GRADE    ELEVEN 

UNIT   THREE    -   THE    RISE    OF   NATIONALISM; 
THE    EXPANSION   OF   EUROPEAN   EMPIRES 


Point  of  View 

The  purpose  of  this  unit  is  to  develop  an  undertanding  of  the 
nature  of  the  modern  nation-state  and  of  problems  related  to  nationalism. 
Frequently,  during  the  Modern  Period,  European  nations  have  clashed  with  each 
other  concerning  their  areas  and  boundaries.  Coalitions  have  fought  against 
every  attempt  of  any  aggressive  nation  toward  the  consolidation  of  Europe. 

National  aspirations  in  the  fields  of  colonization  and  trade 
have  led  to  the  building  up  of  imperialistic  control  by  European  powers  over- 
territories  in  other  continents  and  over  the  alien  peoples  of  these  lands . 

Following  the  establishment  of  a  nation,  often  under  despotic 
rule,  the  people  have  sought,  and  frequently  found,  an  acceptable  balance 
between  authority  and  liberty.   This  liberalism  has  been  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing movements  of  the  last  century  and  a  half  in  Europe  and  the  New  World. 

In  this  unit  we  trace  the  early  development  of  such  nation- 
states  as  England,  France  and  Spain;  later  we  study  the  complications  which 
arose  from  the  delayed  unification  of  Italy  and  Germany.  We  find  that  the 
expansion  of  these  states  into  empires  was  an  outgrowth  of  their  nationalism; 
that  revolts  against  authority  in  some  of  these  countries  reflected  the 
liberalism  of  reformers;  and  that  rivalry  among  nations  is  a  characteristic 
of  the  modern  period  of  history,  and  a  continuing  cause  of  many  present-day 
international  problems. 
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SUGGESTED  SPECIFIC  OBJECTIVES 
Understandings 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired  the  generalization 

that: 

1.  The  nation-state  replaced  feudalism  as  a  form  of  political  organization. 

2.  The  interests  and  welfare  of  the  nation  have  successfully  commanded 
the  loyalties  of  its  citizens. 

3-   The  economic  interests  of  many  European  nations  led  to  imperial  expan- 
sion and  colonial  rivalry. 

k.      The  evolution  of  democracy  in  Britain  stirred  nations  on  the  continent 
of  Europe  to  free  themselves  from  autocratic  rule. 

5.  The  achievement  of  unification  gave  nation-states  an  advantage  in  the 
field  of  imperial  expansion. 

6.  The  discovery  of  new  areas  provided  opportunities  for  the  expansion  of 
European  civilization. 

7.  Once  the  new  colonies  had  been  established,  national  sentiment  developed 
in  them,  which  resulted  in  a  new  type  of  association  with  the  European 
mother -countries . 

8=   There  has  been  a  tendency,  among  many  colonial  peoples,  to  seek  a  lesser 
or  a  greater  degree  of  independence. 

Skills,  Abilities,  Habits 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired: 

9-  An  ability  to  trace  cause  and  effect  relationships  from  a  series  of 
events . 

10.  The  habit  of  applying  previous  knowledge  to  the  solution  of  a  new 
problem. 

Attitudes 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired  an  attitude: 

11.  Of  concern  over  the  problems  of  imperialism  and  internationalism. 

12.  Of  concern  for  the  maintenance  of  a  just  balance  between  governmental 
authority  and  freedom  of  the  individual  citizen. 

SUGGESTED  TIME:   Eight  Weeks. 
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CONTENT 


TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS ; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


I.   THE  FORMATION  OF  NATION - 
STATES  AT  THE  BEGINNING 
OF  THE  MODERN  AGE 


England 

France 

Spain 


Medieval  Europe,  with  its  loose  organiz 
ation,  was  dominated  "by  such  forces  as 
the  church,  the  feudal  system  and  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire.   (Understanding  i) 

One  of  the  outstanding  features  of  mod- 
ern Europe  has  been  its  division  into  a 
number  of  clearly  defined  national 
states,  each  with  its  own  government, 
institutions  and  laws.   (Understanding  i) 

The  individualism  of  the  Renaissance, 
the  growth  of  the  merchant  class,  the 
decline  of  feudalism  and  the  establish- 
ment of  strong  monarchies  were  ail  fact- 
ors in  the  development  of  European 
nation-states.    (Understandings  1,2) 

Geographical  factors  hastened  and  con- 
firmed the  formation  of  nation-states . 
(Understandings  1,2) 

Natural  geographic  boundaries  tended  to 
limit  and  define  the  areas  of  national 
effort.   (e.g.  the  Pyrenees,  the  Alps, 
the  English  Channel  in  the  case  of 
France) =        (Understandings  i.,2) 

In  the  early  modern  period  the  peoples 
of  Western  Europe  made  greater  strides 
in  developing  nation  -states  than  did 
the  nations  of  Central  and  Eastern 
Europe . 

(Understandings  1,2) 

Spain  had  been  unified  before  1500  and 
then  gained  an  important  position  among 
her  European  neighbors  > 

(Understanding  I) 

By  1500,  England  and  France  had  develop 
ed  strong  national  governments,  while 
other  countries  had  not  achieved  unity 
and  Independence . 

(Understanding  i) 
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CONTENT 


TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS.; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


II.    IMPERIAL  EXPANSION  AND 
COLONIAL  RIVALRY 
(Economic  Factors) 

Spain 

Great  Britain 

France 


The  greatness  of  Spain  in  the  l6th 
century  was  chiefly  due  to  the  . 
riches  from  her  American  possess- 
ions.      (Understanding  3) 

During  the  Tudor  period  (l6th  cent- 
ury) England  became  strong  enough 
to  resist  Spanish  aggression. 
(Understanding  2) 

Britain  and  France  were  rivals  in 
colonization  and  trade  in  North 
America  and  India. 

(Understanding  3) 

By  1763  Britain  had  established  her 
first  colonial  empire  and  had  sup- 
planted France  in  the  field  of  col- 
onization. 

(Understandings  3>  6) 

Britain  lost  an  important  part  of 
her  first  empire  when  the  United 
States  of  America  was  formed. 
(Understanding  7) 

Britain's  later  empire  included  col- 
onies and  dominions  in  all  parts  of 
the  world. 

(Understandings  3>6>7) 

Some  of  the  European  countries, 
notably  Italy,  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  had  little  to  do  with 
adventures  overseas  and  so  gained 
neither  trade  nor  colonies . 

(Understanding  5) 
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CONTENT 


TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


III.   THE  CONCEPTS  OF  NATIONALISM 
AND  LIBERALISM 

Great  Britain 

The  Tudor  Period 
The  Stuart  Period 
Union  of  England 
and  Scotland 

France 

Absolute  Monarchy 
The  French  Revolution 
The  Napoleonic  Period 
The  Revolution  of  1848 

America 

The  American  Revolution 
The  Latin  American 
countries 


A  nationality  is  a  group  of  people 
closely  hound  together  by  ties  of 
mutual  interest  such  as  a  territory 
to  which  natural  boundaries  give  such 
things  as  a  geographic  unity,  a  common 
language,  a  common  culture,  common 
economic  interests,  common  traditions 
and  ideals .  Nationalism  may  be  defin- 
ed as  the  feeling  of  intense  loyalty 
to  the  nationality. 

(Understandings  1,  2) 

Liberalism  makes  freedom  of  the  citizen 
an  ideal,  refuses  to  tolerate  evils 
which  have  come  out  of  the  past  and 
makes  it  an  important  duty  to  correct 
such  evils . 

(Understandings  2,  k) 

A  major  manifestation  of  liberalism 
in  England  was  in  the  field  of  con- 
stitutional reform. 

(Understandings  1,  k) 
(Developed  in  detail  in  Unit  Four) 

The  17th  century  was  a  period  of 
struggle,  in  England,  between  Crown 
and  Parliament  for  supremacy. 

(Understandings  1,  k) 
(Developed  in  detail  in  Unit  Four) 

During  the  Stuart  period  parliament 
ary  government  was  firmly  establish 
ed  in  England,  colonization  was 
followed  by  trade  with  new  lands, 
and  the  Union  of  England  and  Scotland 
was  formed. 

(Understandings  1,  3) 

Under  Louis  XIV  ( l66l-1715 )  absolute 
monarchy  reached  its  height  in  France, 
the  leading  power  in  Europe  at  this 
time.         (Understandings  1,  3) 


30 


CONTENT  TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 

The  French  Revolution,  in  1789,  swept 
away  the  throne,  the  aristocracy  and 
all  its  pretensions,  by  a  revolt  that 
leveled  the  social  order  to  the  status 
of  the  ordinary  citizen. 

(Understanding  l) 

Napoleon's  importance  lies  not  in  his 
conquests  but  in  the  effects  of  his 
victories  on  the  peoples  of  Europe. 
(Understanding  2) 

The  Congress  of  Vienna  perpetuated 
the  old  regime  in  Europe;  by  l8k& 
the  movement  toward  liberalism  had 
caused  risings  in  France  and  in  the 
countries  of  central  and  southern 
Europe,  to  demand  for  the  people 
rights  and  reforms  which  had  long 
been  denied  them„ 

(Understandings  1,2) 

The  19th  century  was  a  period  of  con- 
solidation and  extension  of  liberalism 
and "nationalism  by  both  gradual  and 
revolutionary  changes . 

(Understanding  2) 

The  American  Revolution  was  an  ex- 
pression of  nationalism  in  the  New 
World.         (Understandings  6,  7) 

The  American  Revolution  established  . 
the  federal  republic  as  a  form  of 
state  organization. 

(Understanding  7) 

The  nationalism  of  th&  United  States 
s^t  the  pattern  for  independence  and 
constitutional  reform  in  the  countries 
of  Latin  America 

(Understandings  7,8) 

The  confusion  in  Europe  in  the 
Napoleonic  period  provided  opportun- 
ities for  the  achievement  of  independ- 
ence by  the  countries  of  Latin 
America  (e«g«  Venezuela,  l8ll;   Brazil, 
l821;  Argentina,  1828) . 

(Understandings  7,8) 


31 


CONTENT 


TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


IV,   IMPERIAL  ASPIRATIONS  IN 
THE  LATE  19TH  CENTURY 

Delayed  Unification: 

Prussia  unifies  Germany 
Sardinia  unifies  Italy 
Rivalries  for  trade  and 
colonies 


Germany  and  Italy  were  later  than 
other  European  powers  in  becoming 
(in  I87O)  strong  centralized  states. 
(Understanding  5) 


Russia 


The  Hohenzollern  rulers  of  Prussia 
overcame  such  obstacles  as  the  lack 
of  natural  boundaries,  the  rivalry 
of  Austria,  the  loose  organization 
of  the  German  federation,  and 
religious  difficulties;  they  streng- 
thened Germany  as  a  military  power. 
(Understanding  5) 

Bismarck  used  diplomacy  and  force  to 
build  up  the  German  Empire. 


;  .email  £jinpj.re  • 
(Understanding  5 


) 


-32- 


The  militaristic  spirit  of  Prussia 
became  dominant  in  Germany. 

(Understanding  5) 

Much  of  the  success  of  the  movement 
toward  national  unity  in  Italy  was 
due  to  the  efforts  of  patriots  led  by 
Cavour  and  Garibaldi . 

(Understanding  5) 

Germany  and  Italy  sought  colonies, 
overseas  trade  and  military  and 
naval  power;  their  aggressive  policies 
resulted  in  conflicts  with  other 
European  powers . 

(Understanding  5) 

Economic  imperialism  frequently  has 
brought  nations  to  the  verge  of 
hostilities;  nationalism  has  often 
led  to  war. 

(Understanding  3) 

Russia  became  the  champion  of  the 
smaller  Slav  nationalities . 

(Understanding  3) 

Russia  demanded  outlets  on  the 
Baltic  or  the  Pacific  and  to  the 
south  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

(Understandings  3.«5) 


CONTENT 


TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


THE  APPLICATION  TO  A  MODERN 
SITUATION  OF  THE  CONCEPTS 
LEARNED  IN  THIS  UNIT 

Political  and  economic  reforms 
in: 

Egypt 
Japan 

New  forms  of  political  organizat- 
ion in: 

Burma 
Ceylon 
India 
Pakistan 


The  interests  and  welfare  of  the 
nation  have  successfully  commanded 
the  loyalty  of  its  citizens 
(many  current  examples.) 

(Understanding  2) 


Imperial  expansion: 

The  position  of  the 
Russian  satellite 

countries 

N-^w  types  of  association  with 

mo the  r  •  c ount r  i  e  s . 

Indonesia  and  the  Netherlands 
Philippine  Islands  and  the 
United  States 

Other  instances  of  independ- 
ence movements: 

In  Europe 
In  Africa 
In  Asia 
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SUGGESTED  ACTIVITIES;  TOPICS  FOR  WRITTEN  AND 
ORAL  REPORTS;  PROBLEMS  FOR  STUDY:   (1)  FOR 
RESEARCH  BY  COMMITTEES  AND  INDIVIDUAL  STUDENTS 
(2)  FOR  OPEN  FORUMS,  FOR  PANEL  DISCUSSION,  OR 
FOR  CLASS  PROGRAMS   (3)  FOR  SUITABLE  LANGUAGE 
PRACTICE  -  ESSAY  TOPICS 

1.  Find  definitions  for  (a)  nationalism,  (b)  imperialism,  (c)  despotism. 
Find  examples  of  each  in  the  modern  world  and  the  world  of  1600. 

2.  Make  comparative  maps  of  the  world,  showing  the  colonial  possessions  of 
the  European  nations  in  I65O,  1750,  I85O,  and  1950. 

3.  How  did  the  destruction  of  the  "Invincible  Armada"  affect  (a)  England? 
(b)  Spain?  (c)  Holland? 

k.     Explain  the  part  or  parts  played  by  science,  invention,  politics,  business, 
religion,  and  human  nature  in  the  colonial  expansion  of  either  England  or 
France . 

5 •  Account  for  the  fact  that  England  secured  a  second  colonial  empire  while 
Spain  failed  to  do  so. 

6.  Account  for  the  loss  of  the  first  colonial  empire  of  France. 

7-  How  did  the  great  trading  companies  contribute  to  imperialism  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries? 

8.  Make  a  map  showing  the  British  Empire  in  1900,  and  mark  on  each  colony 
and  dominion  the  date  in  which  it  was  acquired  by  Britain. 

9.  Draw  a  map  of  modern  Africa,  and  show  the  areas  held  as  colonies  of 
European  countries,  printing  on  each  the  date  it  was  acquired. 

10.  Draw  a  map  on  which  the  comparative  colonial  empires  of  l8th  century  im- 
perial nations  are  clearly  marked. 

11 o  Write  a  letter  from  a  New  World  Colony  to  the  homeland  in  which  the  writer 
casually  comments  upon  the  conditions  of  life  in  his  new  home.   (Such 
things  as  civic  rights,  religion  etc.  to  be  commented  upon). 

12   Trace  the  causes  of  the  American  Revolution  to  the  liberties  achieved 
by  the  English  since  the  Saxon  period. 

13-  Make  a  report  on  some  of  the  political  philosophy  of  Voltaire  and  Rousseau. 

Ik.     What  led  to  the  American  Declaration  of  Independence? 

15 •  What  were  some  of  the  abuses  against  which  the  French  revolted  in  I789? 
Debate  the  question  "Was  the  French  Revolution  a  Success?" 

l6.  Use  maps  to  demonstrate  to  the  class  some  of  the  political  boundaries  of 
Europe  (a)  before  Napoleon  (b)  at  the  time  of  Napoleon,  1812  (c)  after 
the  Congress  of  Vienna. 
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17-  Make  a  map  of  Latin  America  in  1900,  and  on. each  republic  show  the  date 
when  it  was  established  as  a  sovereign  state. 

18.  Make  a  list  of  the  political  liberators  mentioned  in  this  unit. 

19.  Find  reasons  to  explain  why  France  was  unified  before  Italy  and  why 
England  was  unified  before  Germany. 

20.  What  were  the  obstacles  to  unification  in  both  Italy  and  Germany? 

21.  Compare  the  course  of  events  in  Germany  with  that  in  Italy  during  the  nine- 
teenth century. 

22.  Compare  the  work  of  Cavour  with  that  of  Garibaldi  in  promoting  the  uni- 
fication of  Italy. 

23.  Account  for  the  factors  that  led  to  the  Franco -Prussian  War. 

2k.     Enumerate  the  factors  that  prevented  the  Russian  Empire  from  keeping  pace 
with  western  Europe  in  modernization  and  progress  up  to  1900. 

2^   Compa-e  the  British  and  Russian  empires  in  1900  as  to  (a)  areas  and  extent, 
(b)  races  and  peoples,  (c)  political  and  social  liberties. 

26.  Arrange  a  conversation  in  which  the  British  position  in  19th  century  India 
is  dispassionately  reviewed  and  explained  to  a  small  boy  by  his  great- 
grandfather who  had  lived  most  of  his  life  in  India  and  had  served  there 
with  the  British  military. 

27*  Make  a  time  chart  of  the  important  events  mentioned  in  this  unit. 

28.  Indicate  by  means  of  a  time  line  ten  of  the  most  significant  events  in  the 
unit.   Justify  this  selection  before  the  class. 

29^  Arrange  a  conversation  between  an  Englishman,  a  Frenchman,  a  Japanese,  and 
an  American  to  discuss  the  purposes  of  having  colonies  and  their  relation- 
ship to  the  mother  country. 

30   Enumerate  the  ties  that  hold  the  Commonwealth  together,  and  account  for 
the  existence  of  each. 

31.  Arrange  a  radio  script  for  a  trial  in  which  two  imperial  nations  defend 
themselves  against  the  charge  that  they  have  exploited  the  subject 
peoples  of  their  colonies. 

32«   In  a  panel  discussion  compare  Napoleon  with  any  modern  dictator --pointing 
out  similarities  and  dissimilarities  of  their  ambitions,  political 
acumen  etc . ,  etc . 

33-  Through  direct  reference  to  history,  debate  the  cause  of  evolution  as 
opposed  to  revolution  as  the  more  sensible  method  for  man's  political 
progress . 
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in  the  1952-53  Social  Studies  2  course. 
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THE  SOCIAL  STUDIES  PROGRAM  FOR  GRADE  ELEVEN 


UNIT  FOUR  -  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  GOVERNMENT  IN 
BRITAIN  AND  IN  CANADA;  A  COMPARISON  WITH  THE 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


Point  of  View 

The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  help  the  student  become  acquainted 
with  the  structure  of  government  in  Great  Britain,  Canada  and  in..the  United 
States.   Its  content  is,  therefore,  drawn  mainly  from  the  constitutional 
history  of  these  countries. 

Tradition,  geography  and  political  thought  have  all  had  a  part  in 
the  growth  of  modern  constitutional  forms .  An  appreciation  of  the  influence 
of  customs  upon  Canadian  governmental  procedures  is  dependent  upon  an  under- 
standing of  the  unwritten  and  flexible  character  of  Britain's  constitution 
and  of  its  evolutionary  development.  A  realization  of  the  differences 
between  the  British  and  Canadian  plans  for  government  is  achieved  through 
a  study  of  the  problem  of  adapting  the  British  plan  to  the  new  geographic 
and  social  setting  in  Canada.  Through  the  nineteenth  century  and  on  into 
the  twentieth,  Canada  served  as  the  constitutional  laboratory  of  the  British 
Empire  and  Commonwealth. 

The  constitution  of  Canada's  neighbor  nation,  the  United  States, 
was  modelled  upon  British  parliamentary  institutions,  modified  to  include 
republican  and  federal  characteristics  and  to  provide  for  a  degree  of  sepa- 
ration of  executive  from  legislative  powe^.  The  Fathers  of  Confederation 
d.'^w  up  their  federal  plan,  profiting  from  both  British  and  American  ex- 
perience  in  constitutional  development. 
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STT'iGESTED  SPECIFIC  OBJECTIVES 
T  Jnd  e ':  s  t  a  nd  i  ng  s 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired  the  generalization 

that; 

1.  The  institution  of  responsible  government  in  Britain  is  the  result  of 
political  evolution. 

2,  The  evolution  of  the  cabinet  in  Britain  developed  close  co-operation 
between  legislative  and  executive  functions „ 

3o  The  application  of  principles  of  representative  government  through  th 
extension  of  the  franchise  gradually  shifted  political  power  throughout 
the  classes  of  society. 

k.     Democratic  government  throughout  the  world  derives  from  the  British 
constitution . 

Skills  o  Abilities,  Habits 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired: 

r) .  The  ability  to  interpret  the  meaning  and  significance  of  various  con 
stitutional  terms. 

6,   The  ability  to  recognize  the  influence  of  environment  in  adapting  and 
modifying  a  generally  accepted  principle  of  government . 

7°  Habits  of  forming  true  opinions  (as  opposed  to  prejudices)  based  upon 
careful  examination  and  evaluation  of  the  facts . 

A-t-t-i  tudes 

The  student  should  show  that  he  has  acquired  an  attitude: 

8.   Of  loyalty  to  the  basic  principles  underlying  democratic  constitutions, 
for  example,  the  rule  of  law  and  the  worth  of  the  individual  citizen 

9   Of  determination  that  a  free  and  democratic  constitution  be  maintain 

10c   Of  concern  for  the  privileges  and  obligations  of  the  citizen  in  a 
country  which  has  parliamentary  government. 


SUGGESTED  TIME   Seven  Weeks 
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TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


THE  GROWTH  OF  PARLIAMENTARY 
INSTITUTIONS  (REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT)  IN  ENGLAND 
(TO  1TOO). 

Origins  of  Parliamentary  Institutions  When  Magna  Carta  was  signed  in  1215 


in  the  Thirteenth  Century. 

Parliament  in  the  Time  of  the 
Tudor  Rulers . 

The  Struggle  for  Authority  between 
Parliament  and  the  Stuart  Sovereigns 


the  precedent  was  established  that  a 
king  could  be  compelled  to  respect 
the  liberties  of  his  subjects. 

(Understanding  1) 

The  first  Parliament,  in  1265 ,  inclu- 
ded representative  commoners  as  well 
as  barons  and  chief  churchmen. 

(Understanding  l) 

Edward  I's  Model  Parliament  met  in 
1295;  by  13*4-0  the  custom  of  having 
the  two  houses  -  the  House  of  Lords 
and  the  House  of  Commons  -  meet 
separately  had  been  e s tab li shed , 
providing  permanently  an  example  for 
bicameral  legislatures. 

(Understandings  l,k). 

Parliament  survived  in  England,  be- 
cause of  its  division  into  two  houses, 
the  one  hereditary  and  aristocratic, 
and  the  other  elected. 

(Understanding  l) 

Parliament  thrived  in  England  because 
the  Tudo?"  rulers  found  It  a  useful 
institution . 

(Understanding  l) 

Parliament,  in  the  Stuart  period,  was 
powerful  enough  to  challenge  the  king 
successfully  and  to  establish  a  con- 
stitutional monarchy. 

(Understandings  1,4) 
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II.   THE  RISE  OF  RESPONSIBLE 
(CABINET)  GOVERNMENT  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN;   THE  EX- 
TENSION OF  DEMOCRACY 
(TO  1900). 

The  origin  of  political  parties 
in  Great  Britain. 

The  first  Cabinets. 

The  first  Prime  Minister 

The  principle  of  Cabinet  re- 
sponsibility. 


Differences  over  broad  principles  of 
policy  among  members  of  Parliament 
and  their  adherents,  led  to  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  political  parties  in 
the  seventeenth  century. 

(Understandings  1,  2) 

After  experimenting  with  Cabinets 
which  included  ministers  from  both 
Whig  and  Tory  groups,  William  III 
began  the  custom  of  selecting  his 
ministers  from  the  party  in  the  maj- 
ority in  the  House  of  Commons. 

(Understandings  1,  2) 

The  functions  of  the  Prime  Minister- 
ship emerged  in  the  times  of  George  I 
and  George  II,  when  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole  assumed  the  responsibilities  of 
this  office,  if  not  actually  its  title 
(Understandings  1,  2) 

George  III ' s  attempt  to  revive  royal 
authority  failed;  by  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century  the  supremacy  of 
Parliament  over  the  executive  (Cabin- 
et) had  definitely  become  an  estab- 
lished constitutional  principle. 

(Understandings  I,  2) 

The  Cabinet,  originally  a  committee 
to  carry  out  policies  decided  upon 
by  Parliament,  now  takes  a  dominant 
part  in  Initiating  legislation. 
(Understanding  2) 

The  extension  of  the  franchise  in  the 
nineteenth  century  broadened  public 
participation  in  government, 

(Understanding  3) 
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TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


III.   A  BRIEF  OUTLINE  OF  CANADIAN 
CONSTITUTIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

The  government  of  New  France 
(a)  by  fur  companies,  (b)  by- 
royal  officials,  (c)  under 
British  military  rule, 
IT6O-63. 

The  government  of  the  crown 
colony  of  Quebec  in  the  first 
years  of  the  British  period. 

Proclamation  of  George  III. 
The  Quebec  Act,  1774. 

The  introduction  of  represent- 
ative government  in  the  British 
North  American  colonies . 

The  Constitutional  Act,  1791. 

The  movement  toward  responsible 

government -- 

The  Rebellion  of  1837  and 
the  Durham  Report. 
The  Act  of  Union,  lOkl. 
The  principle  of  respon- 
sible government  estab- 
lished (l)  in  Nova  Scotia, 
1848 

(2)  in  the  Province  of  Canada, 
181*9. 

Thp  adoption  and  extension  of 

the  federal  plan 
Conferences 

The  British  North  America 
Act,  I867 

The  inclusion  of  provinces 
additional  to  the  original 
four 


The  principle  of  representative 
government  was  unknown  in  New  France. 
(Understandings  3>  4) 

Though  the  Royal  Proclamation  of 
1763  had  implied  that  there  would  be 
representative  government  for  Canada, 
the  Quebec  Act  left  the  French  pat- 
tern of  life  largely  unchanged. 
(Understanding  4) 

The  demand  for  British  institutions 
was  made  strongly  by  the  United 
Empire  Loyalists. 

(Understanding  4) 

The  Constitutional  Act  was  a  com- 
promise, secured  by  geographical 
division.     (Understanding  4) 

The  Constitutional  Act  established 
representative  government,  without 
providing  for  the  responsibility 
of  the  Executive  Council  to  the 
Legislative  Assembly. 

(Understanding  4) 

Though  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  in  upper  and  lower  Canada 
insisted  that  reform  must  come  by 
lawful  methods,  nevertheless  oppo- 
sition to  the  provincial  oligarchies, 
religious,  social  and  economic  fact- 
ors led  to  the  Rebellion  of  1837. 
(Understanding  4) 


Lord  Durham's  Report  made  certain 
recommendations  for  Canada,  some  of 
which  were  adopted  in  the  Act  of 
Union,  i84l,  with  full  responsible 
government  realized  in  1849* 

(Understanding  4) 

Nova  Scotia  had  achieved  responsible 
government  in  1848. 

(Understanding  4) 
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The  British  colonies  in  North  America 
sought  a  solution  of  their  own  poli- 
ticai,  social  and  economic  problems 
through  Confederation  (1867) 

(Understanding  k) 

The  extension  of  Confederation  pro- 
duced a  continent -wide  nation. 
(Understanding  h) 
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TENTATIVE  CONCLUSIONS; 
GUIDE  TO  UNDERSTANDINGS 


IV.   THE  NATURE  OF  THE  CON- 
STITUTION OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES 

Some  points  of  similarity  between 
the  British  constitution  and  that 
of  the  United  States . 

Some  points  of  similarity  between 
the  Canadian  constitution  and  that 
of  the  United  States  . 

Some  points  of  difference  between 
the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  (a)  that  of  Great 
Britain,  (b)  that  of  Canada. 


The  Constitutional  Convention  of  17  87, 
following  the  American  Revolution, 
developed  a  written  constitution  for 
the  federation  of  the  United  States . 
(Understanding  k) 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  its  amendments  maintain  civil 
liberties  which  are  basic  to  the 
British  and  Canadian  way  of  life. 
(Understanding  k) 

Governments  are  elected  by  popular 
majority  in  all  three  countries, 
Britain,  the  United  States  and 
Canada.        (Understanding  k) 

All  three  countries  have  bicameral 
legislatures,  with  the  lower  house 
elected  on  the  basis  of  represent- 
ation proportional  to  population. 
(Understanding  k) 

The  Canadian  federal  structure  has 
similarities  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  governmental  stru- 
cture of  Britain  is  unitary. 

(Understanding  k) 

The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  written;  that  of  Britain, 
unwritten;  and  that  of  Canada, 
partly  written  and  partly  un- 
written.      (Understanding  k) 

The  Cabinets  in  Britain  and  Canada 
are  responsible  to  the  lower  houses, 
in  the  United  States  to  the  Presid- 
ent. (Understanding  h) 

The  uppe^  house  in  Britain  is  heredi- 
tary, that  of  Canada  appointed,  that 
of  United  States  elected. 

(Understanding  k) 
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V.   THE  APPLICATION  TO  A  MODERN 
SITUATION  OF  THE  CONCEPTS 
LEARNED  IN  THIS  UNIT, 

A  typical  constitution,  recently 
established.  e,g„,  in  India,  o^ 
in  Japan, 

*  Recent  changes  in  the  Canadian 
Constitution. 

The  Supreme  Cour-t  Act 

The  British  North  America 
Act  (No.  2),  1949. 

Further  changes  under 
consideration. 

The  office  of  the  Governor- 
General. 


*  Note  -  "Recent  Changes  in  the  Canadian  Constitution"  is  the  title  of  a 
section  (pages  27-31)  of  Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies 
No.  28,  available  from  the  Department  of  Education.   "Office  of 
the  Governor -General"  ,  pag^  3^+  of  the  same  Classroom  Bulletin. 
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SUGGESTED  ACTIVITIES;   TOPICS  FOR  WRITTEN  AND  ORAL 
REPORTS;  PROBLEMS  FOR  STUDY;   (l)  FOR  RESEARCH  BY 
COMMITTEES  AND  INDIVIDUAL  STUDENTS,  (2)  FOR  OPEN 
FORUMS,  FOR  PANEL  DISCUSSION,  OR  FOR  CLASS  PROGRAMS 
(3)  FOR  SUITABLE  LANGUAGE  PRACTICE  -  ESSAY  TOPICS. 

(Choices  may  be  made  from  the  following) 

The  English  people  secure  a  Charter  and  a  Parliament. 

The  Petition  of  Right,  1628. 

The  Bill  of  Rights,  1689. 

Trace  the  growth  of  the  authority  of  parliament  from  the  time  of  Simon 
de  Montfort  to  the  establishment  of  Cabinet  Government. 

The  origin  of  political  parties  in  England. 

Relate  the  stories  of  the  origins  of  such  features  of  the  British 
Parliament  as  (or  give  the  functions  of): 

The  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House . 
(Reference:  Canadian  Democracy  in  Action) 

Make  a  chart  showing  the  classes  and  proportion  of  the  British  people 
represented  in  parliament  in  the  years  165O,  1750,  l8|?0,  1950*  (Page 
307,  Modern  History,  New  and  Trotter) . 

Discuss  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  government  through  evolution  has 
greater  promise  of  stability  than  government  through  revolution 
(England  and  France)  with  reference  to  Cabinet  stability. 

Mak»  a  chart  or  graph  to  show  the  parts  played  by  the  great  charters  or 
bills  of  the  British  people  in  the  political  and  civil  rights  enjoyed 
by  them  today, 

Dramatize  (a)  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  concerning  the  divine 
right  theory  of  James  I,  (b)  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
proposal  that  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  and  his  wife  Mary  be  invited 
to  become  Sovereigns  of  England. 

The  Union  of  England  and  Scotland,  1707. 

The  importance  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  constitutional  history. 

Define  the  terms  monarchy,  sovereignty,  Parliament,  House  of  Lords,  House 
of  Commons,  Cabinet,  representative  government,  responsible  government. 

K«      Discuss  the  statement  that  parliamentary  government  may  encounter 
difficulties  when  there  are  more  than  two  main  political  parties. 

5  -  Write  an  imaginary  conversation  between  a  United  Empire  Loyalist  and 
his  cousin  who  remained  in  New  England  but  who  is  visiting  in  New 
Brunswick,  concerning  affairs  there  in  1790* 

6,  Write  an  imagined  conversation  between  Lord  Durham  and  a  member  of  the 

Family  Compact  concerning  the  problems  existing  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 
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I7«   Imagine  that  you  are  Lord  Durham.  Write  a  letter  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  in  England  stating  your  views  on  the  problems  of  Canada. 

18.  Dramatize  the  debate  in  the  British  House  of  Commons  on  the  Durham 
Report . 

19.  A  report  on  the  causes  which  led  to  Confederation. 

20.  Make  a  time -line  chart  showing  the  acquisition  of  land  in  North  Ameri- 
ca by  Britain,  and  the  granting  of  self-government  to  these  areas. 

21.  Make  a  committee  report  or  arrange  a  panel  discussion  in  which  the 
effects  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  French  Revolution,  the  Great 
Reform  Bill  of  1832,  the  American  Constitution,  the  achievement  of 
responsible  government,  and  the  American  Civil  War  are  considered  in 
connection  with  the  confederation  of  the  British  colonies  in  North 
America.  Each  event  would  be  dealt  with  very  briefly  and  only  signi- 
ficant results  pointed  out . 

22 o  Topic  for  debate:  Resolved  that  the  Canadian  Senate  should  be  abolished* 
(For  the  purpose  of  estimating  the  value  of  the  Canadian  Upper  House.) 

23.  On  a  map  of  Canada,  show  thQ  colonies  and  territories  which  later 

became  provinces,  with  the  year  of  the  event  clearly  marked  on  each. 

2k .     A  class  discussion  or  debate  on  the  question:   "Is  the  granting  of 
autonomy  by  Britain  to  the  peoples  of  the  Commonwealth  strengthening 
or  weakening  the  Commonwealth?" 

25 .  Trace  the  origin  of  some  of  the  features  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  the  liberties  and  rights  won  by  the  people  of  England" 
through  the  centuries. 

26.  Compare  and  contrast  the  political  systems  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States . 

27.  Discuss  the  statement  that  Great  Britain's  constitution  has  been  built 
up  by  a  process  of  trial  and  error  while  that  of  the  United  States 
represents  political  theory. 

28.  Arrange  a  discussion  comparing  the  positions,  powers  and  tenure  of 
office  of  Canadian  Cabinet  ministers  with  those  of  members  of  the 
United  States  President's  Cabinet. 

29.  Arrange  an  imagined  discussion  between  two  citizens,  one  of  the  United 
States  and  one  of  Canada,  concerning  the  division  of  powers  in  their 
respective  countries  between  the  federal  authorities  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  provincial  or  state  authorities  on  the  other. 

30.  Arrange  a  debate  between  members  of  the  class,  representing  the  view 
points  of  supporters  of  the  British  and  United  States  constitutions 
with  respect  to  the  flexibility  of  each  plan  for  government.  Hav-  a 
final  commentary  given  by  a  member  representing  a  Canadian  viewpoint. 

31.  Prepare  a  comparative  chart  showing  the  governmental  institutions  of 
Great  Britain,  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  indicating  points  of 
similarity  and  difference.   (Partial  source,  pages  51,  52,  Classroom 
Bulletin  on  Social  Studies  No.  29,  September,  1952.) 
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REFERENCES 
Appropriate  Selections  from: 
PRIMARY  REFERENCES 

Th^  Making  of  Today's  World:   Hughes 

(Pages  281-281*,  3TO-385,  401,  432-433,  436,  529-533,  535-537, 

673-675). 

Modern  History:  New  and  Trotter 

(Pages  49-72,  136-147,  257-264,  301-313,  337,  338,  344-348, 
358-360,  410-414,  503--5I3)- 

SECONDARY  REFERENCES 

If  available  without  special  purchase: 

Building  the  Canadian  Nation:   Brown 

Canadian  Democracy  in  Action:   Brown 

(included  in  newer  editions  of  Building  the  Canadian  Nation) 

Canada,  A  Nation:   Chafe  and  Lower 

North  America  and  the  Modern  World:  Mclnnis 

Appropriate  readings  from  any  of  the  books  listed  in  the  1952-53 
Social  Studies  2  course,  or  from: 

Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies,  No.  28,  which  contains  a 
section  (pages  I4-3I)  on: 

Responsible  Government 

Towards  Responsible  Government  in  Britain 

The  Struggle  for  Responsible  Government  in  Canada 

Recent  Changes  in  the  Canadian  Constitution. 

Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies,  No.  29,  pages  49-51: 

The  United  States  elects  a  President . 
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